THE VETERINARY RECORD 


A Weeklp Journal 


for the Profession. 


Founpep sy F.R.C.V.8. 


No. I5I0. 


JUNE 16, 1917. 


XXIX. 


Tue Army VETERINARY SERVICE AND THE Press. 

British military veterinary work during the war 
has not hitherto been brought much before the 
public eye; and such matter concerning it as has 
appeared in the lay press has not always been very 
Gigbtening. This is regrettable; for, though 


there is much popular misconception as regards 
almost all veterinary matters, it is perhaps nowhere 
more gross than in connection with veterinary war 
work. On that account a well-written paper by 
Major 


J. W. Rainey, a.v.c., on “ The Army Veter- 
Service, 1914-16,” which appears in The 
Journal of the United Service Institution of last 
month is very acceptable. This gives a very good 
popular account of our work in the war for the 

iod ; and its general lines might advantageously 
Be followed by other writers able and willing to 
inform the public in the matter. 

At the commencement, the author remarks that 
this war is the first “in which the veterinary ser- 
vice of any army has been permitted and assisted 
to carry out a definite scheme of its own genera- 
tion ;” and a little later he draws a comparison be- 
tween the fully developed A.V.C. of to-day and the 


old A.V.D. of the South African war. Admitting’ 


that an A.V.C. must justify its cost on economic 
grounds, he proceeds to give statistics showing that 
ours does so. Of course, even an approximation to 
an accurate profit and loss account is impossible at 
this mgr: but, so far as the mere economic justifi- 
cation for the A.V.C. is concerned, the author's 
figures seem conclusive. 

First, we have two returns of wastage. The total 
wastage among horses and mules of the British 
forces at home and expeditionary forces abroad, in- 
cluding losses from enemy gunfire, deaths, destruc- 
tions, missing, casting for destruction cr sale, and 
all other causes whatsoever, during the year ending 
December 31st, 1916, amounted to 13 per cent. of 
the total animal strength. The total wastage 
among horses and mules of the British forces dur- 
ing the year 1912 (i.e., during @) amounted 
approximately to 14°80 per cent. of the total animal 
strength. The author comments, “These figures 
mean that, in spite of the continuous losses from 
enemy gunfire, and from the inevitable chances and 
vicissitudes of war, the annual wastage among 
ge the largest number of horses and mules 
ever collected together has, during the last com- 
plete year of war, actually been less than the rate 
of wastage in time of peace.” This is sufficiently 
striking, but perhaps the comparative mortality 
percentages that follow are more so. Mortality re- 
turns are given for three separate campaigns—viz., 
forthe South African war of 1899-1902; for the 
European war, 1914-15-16, inclusive of campaigns 


‘in France, Egypt, and Salonika, and for the German 


South-West African campaign and rebellion, August, 
1914 to July, 1915, with the subsequent period from 
July, 1915, to March 1st, 1916. It is itted that 
the European war is not very comparable with 
the South African war from a veterinary point of 
view ; but the German South-West African camp- 
aign is much more so. The conditions of this 
campaign were similar in many respects to those of 
the South African war, with the important differ- 
ence that the Union Government possessed an 
A.Y.C. identical, as far as possible, in its organisa- 
tion and proportionate strength with the A.V.C. of 
the Imperial army. The annual mortality of the 
South African war reached the colossal figure of 55 
per cent. That of the ciuropean war has so far 
been under 10 per cent.: in 1916 it was 9-47 per 
cent. That of the German South-West African 
campaign was 9:09 per cent. These figures s 

for themselves, and the case for an adequate A.V.C. 
in war seems unanswerable. 

The rest of the article is an explanation of what 
the work of the A.V.C. really consists in. Due 
emphasis is laid on the importance of detecting 
disease early, and the careful supervision necessary 
to do so. Horse transport is dealt with at some 
length, and is iliustrated by the daily diary of a 
veterinary surgeon upon a ship containing 958 
horses, on a voyage of twelve days which he 
accomplished without losing a single animal. Then 
follows a short section upon veterinary work at the 
front, including a resumé of wound treatment ; and 
this, which is far from being our most important 
work in war, is coieatnaiile passed over lightly. 
Succeeding sections, for the most part longer, 
embrace such subjects as veterinary hospitals and 
convalescent horse depdts, local modifications of 
veterinary work in such countries as Egypt and 
East Africa, glanders and mallein, mange, horse 
ambulances, and the difficult question of Army 
schools of farriery. Some little account is also 
given of modern veterinary education; and the 
article concludes with a strong plea for its support 


by the State. 

None of these subjects are described with any ~~ 
detail. As the author says, “the attempt has 
made rather to give a general idea of the objective and 
routine of the Army Veterinary Service.” This has been 
wholly successful. Few indeed will read it without 
gaining a much wider and clearer view of army veteri- 
nary work than they have ever had before. 

"There is ample room for others to work along the same 
line, wheneverand wherever they may find opportunities. 
As applied to the war alone, such work is valuable 
enough ; but it is capable of an application beyond the 
war. Veterinary men know well, and many laymen can 
easily comprehend, the suggestiveness which most veter- 
inary war work contains of veterinary utility in peace. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


THE TREATMENT OF WOUNDS. 

R. Leriche, in last year’s Lyon Chirurginal, pub- 
lished an article upon this question. In his opinion 
all modern surgery, both in its objects and its 
methods, tends to be exclusively a physio-therapy. 
The X-rays, radium, sunlight, warm air, etc., phy- 
sical agents the potency of which has been fully 
confirmed in recent years, are all productive of a 
biologic stimulation ; and their «ction is vitalising 
and not destructive. The chemical agents, on the 
contrary, are destroyers ; and this well indicates 
their evident inferiority. 

Leriche confines his article to the treatment of 
the wounds of war, and mentions, as one of the 
chief causes of infection in wounds of this nature, 
the muscular destruction which provides a culture 
medium for microbes and is a dangerous agent of 

eral intoxication. He therefore believes that 
the best method of treating these wounds is to 
mechanically cleanse them by a surgical excision 
and to expose them to the air, because no serious 
infection developes in the free air. Having applied 
his theory with excellent results in the actual war, 
he advises the following treatment both for recent 
wounds and for those clinically infected. 

In recent wounds, the first thing to be done is to 

orm an ample operation. This is not a rapid 
incision, but a methodical operation performed 
under general anesthesia, which passes the limits 
of the zone of muscular destruction and removes 
all bruised or contused muscles, etc., transforming 
the wound of entry and that of exit into a funnel 
with a large cutaneous — If arterial con- 
tusion is present, the vascular segment involved is 
resected. 

In these conditions, by working with a view not 
only to the immediate clinical indications of infec- 
tion, but also to the probabilities of its evolution, 
the desired result is constantly obtained. Infections 
never develope in the free air; and, if the mechan- 
ical treatment has been correct, asepsis is always 
sufficient to secure the normal cicatrisation of the 
wounds without 

The treatment of clinically infected wounds fol- 
lows the same lines ; and the author gives consider- 
able statistics to prove that it constantly yields the 
same results. 

The ample and early operation which reaches to 
healthy tissue suffices to fulfil all the indications; 
and antiseptics have no useful action when the 
operation has been well performed. These agents 
only work by their detergent power; and from that 
point of view there are agents more powerful than 
chemical ones. The most potent aon is the 
sun, which completely transforms the appearance 
and the real condition of a wound in a few minutes. 
The effects of helio-therapy are truly extraordinary. 

In default of the sun, warm air has an action 
which, although less efficacious, is very good. In 
all cases, exposure to free air has considerable in- 
fluence u See, sad should be the basis of 


By this method of the systematic excision of the 
wounds without sutures, with the methodical use of 
helio-therapy, warm air, and subsequent exposure 
to free air, Leriche has been able to dispense with 
antiseptics without his patients suffering from grave 
infections or from the objectionable sequele which 
indefinitely prolong the treatment of wounds, the 
operative treatment of which has been insufficient. 
—(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Pecuarias). 


Farat Renan HaMorrHaGE IN AN Ox, 


Piot-Bey, in Le Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire, 
has recorded the following case. The subject was 
an ox, which died suddenly after having shown 
muscular tremors very shortly before falling to the 
ground. The animal was in a good state of nutri- 
tion. The visible mucous membranes were so ex- 
pene: ga that an internal hemorrhage was 
suspected. 

Post-mortem, when the abdomen was opened, a 
large blood clot was found, which lay across the 
intestinal folds and extended upwards to the sub- 
lumbar region, suggesting the rupture of a large 
vessel there. After carefully separating the intes- 
tinal coils, the right kidney was reached. Its cap- 
sule was enormously dilated by the presence of a 
clot; and its posterior extremity presented a large 
rupture from which the clot found in the abdomen 
had escaped. On clearing away the intra-capsular 
clot, it was found that the posterior aspect of the 
kidney was turgescent, dark red in colour, and 
showing numerous hemorrhagic rents which were 
irregularly disposed, but which almost all ran 
obliquely to the surface of the organ. The hemor- 
rhage had been produced from this point; for no 
other rupture was found either in the rest of the 
gland or in the vessels of the region. 

Apart from the liver, which was icteric in colour 
and fragile, the other abdominal viscera were abso- 
lutely healthy. The lungs showed some hemor- 
rhagic foci which could be seen through the pleura, 
but the heart did not appear to have undergone any 
alteration. 

A histological examination of the kidneys failed 
to reveal either the causes or the mechanism of this 
renal hemorrhage.—Revista de Higiene Y Sanidad 
Pecuarias). . B.C. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 


The Annual General Meeting was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, London, W.C., on Wednesday, June 6th, im- 
mediately after the Annual Meeting of the R.C.V.S. 
There were present : Mr. 8. H. Slocock, President, in the 

members: Messrs. 
. W. Garnett, F. 


Price, F. G. Sa 
Solicitor; Messrs. P. J. L. Kelland and F. Bullock, Hon. 
Secretaries. 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. P. J. 
Howard and Mr. E. A. West. : 

The minutes of the previous annual meeting were 
taken as read, and confirmed. 


The PREsIDENT, in submitting the report on the work 
of the past year, stated that the Fund was still suffering 
from the loss of its fermer Secretary, Mr. Shipley, but 


\ 


4 


- H. A. MacCormack ; Sir J. M‘Fadyean ; Messrs. T. 5. 
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all members would be aware of the steps taken by the 
Council to fill his place, and to keep the work going. 
Mr. Kelland was joined by Mr. Bullock, and they were 
working together as Joint Hon. Secretaries. The Fund 
had been fairly well aageneee during the year, but the 
fact that so many members were away from their homes 
in the army had resulted in a oa number of sub- 
scriptions being in arrear. One very welcome source of 
income was that from the Bolton’s Cinema, which they 
owed to the instrumentality of Mr. West, who deserved 
the heartiest thanks of the Society for his never-failin 
interest in its welfare. To The Veterinary Record an 
The Veterinary News also the Fund was indebted for 
their kindness in inserting free of charge a weekly ad- 
vertisement of the Fund, and for publishing full reports 
of meetings. The Fund owed much to this publicity, 
and the thanks of the meeting should be accorded to 
them. Everyone who knew of the Fund realised the 
good work it was doing, and he hoped that every effort 
would be made by each member to make its work and 
its needs known to a wider circle of friends, so that it 
should not be handicapped for lack of funds. 

Mr. MacCormack formally moved that the report be 
ost sme Mr. F. G. Samson seconded, and it was duly 
carried. 

Mr. Goocu moved the adoption of the report, and 
said the Society could congratulate itself on having 
secured the election of L. B. Farr to the Watford School 
and to have carried on its work last year with a small 


~ sum in hand. He wished also to express the thanks of 


the members to the Council of the Royal College for 
wages correspondence to be addressed to 10 Red 
n Square. 
Mr. Wriert formally seconded the motion for the 
adoption of the report, which was carried unanimously. 
Election of Council. -Eight members having been 


_ nominated for the eight vacancies on the Council, the 


President declared the following to be duly elected 
members of the Council in place of those who retired by, 
rotation 

Major W.S. Mulvey, Major P. J. Sim » Prof. J. 
Penberthy, Prof. E.S. Shave, Messrs. T.S. Price, C. 
Sheather, S. H. Slocock, and E. A. West. 

Appointment of Trustees. The PRESIDENT stated that 
owing to the death of Mr. Shipley, the appointment of 
a Trustee in his stead was necessary. He moved that 
Mr. W. Freeman Barrett, who had been so intimately 
connected with the Fund since its foundation, should be 
elected in Mr. Shipley’s place. 

Mr. Price seconded the motion, and it was thereupon 


- formally resolved: “That Mr. W. Freeman Barrett be 


elected a Trustee of the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund vice Mr. Shipley, deceased.” 

Election of Auditors. The offices of the Fund having 
been removed from Yarmouth to Lendon, it was thought 
preferable to appoint a London firm of Chartered Ac- 
countants as Hon. Auditors, and the Hon. Secretaries 
having reported that Messrs Woodhouse and Wilkinson 
had expressed their willingness to undertake the work, 
it was unanimously resolved: “That Messrs. Wood- 
— and Wilkinson be appointed Hon. Auditors of the 

und.” 

The Secretaries were at the same time instructed to 
send a letter of thanks to Mr. A. E. Lark, F.c.a., of 
Great Yarmouth, for his generous and very valuable 
assistance as Hon. Auditor for so many years past. 

Mr. KELLanp raised the question of the future work 
of the Fand, pointing out that so far as could be fore- 
seen they would be unable to meet expenditure to the 
end of the unless further subscriptions could be 
obtained. The amount required to the end of the year 
for relief was £439. Printing, postage, and incidental 
expenses would probably cost £25, and there were in 


hand five applications for relief which had yet to be 


considered. To meet this expenditure there was an in- 
come of £120 from investments, and £42 from the Bol- 
ton’s Cinema, making £162. Even if no further grants 
were made this would leave over £300 to be obtained 
from subscriptions, and up to the present only £280 
had been received. It would be impossible not to grant 
relief in at least four of the new cases, and it was quite 
possible that other applications would still come in. It 
meant that for every t of 10s. per week which the 
Council made, it would be necessary to find fifty new 
members at the minimum subscription of half-a-guinea. 
Up to the present the Fund had worked on the principle 
that as a Benevolent Fund it was its first and foremost 
duty to succour the needy, and net to seek to accumu- 
late funds. It was of course obvious that the Society 
must have a reserve fund invested in order to give it 
stability, but at presentit was com to 8 
every halfpenny of its income in relief. He wished to 
impress upon members of the profession that on the one 
haud they had several fresh applications for relief to 
consider, while on the other, he —— to say, several 
subscribers had written stating that they would be ob- 
liged to discontinue their payments during the period of 
the war. It was, therefore, all the more n that 
members should do their utmost to make the very ome 
needs of the Fund more widely known. He asked for 
any suggestions that could be made to increase the in- 
come during the present year. 

Mr. WILLETT recommended the provision of collecting 
boxes, to be supplied to all members willing to take 
them. They could be emptied once a year and a remit- 
tancé sent to th Secretaries. 

Mr. Goocu supported this suggestiou, and promised 
that he would obtain particulars as to the cost in time 
for the next meeting of the Council. He thought that 
if it were made known that the Fund depended largely 
on the annual subscriptions received in order to meet 
expenditure on relief, and that they were precluded 
from using donations for wed ga any the bye-laws re- 
quiring all such to be invested, more annual subscrip- 
tions might be obtained. 

Mr. KELLAND stated that several members did not 
realise that the Fund was dependent upon subscriptions 
being paid regularly every year. Many had sent a sub- 
scription, and when asked to renew it in the following 
year, they had explained that the previous payment was 
not intended as an anaual subscription. Now the 
widows and orphans they were helping wanted contin- 
uous help, every year, and it was obvious that the 
Council could only undertake to make grants if they 
could be sure of receiving subscriptions regularly ev 
year also. Otherwise, they would never know how muc 
revenue they could count upon. He trusted that mem- 
bers would realise this, and do all in their power to con- 
tribute as generously as possible, and to make their 
contribution an annual one. 

This concluded the business, and, a hearty vote of 
thanks ~ been passed to the President, the meeting 
terminated. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. 
Established 1897. 


Report AND ACCOUNTS 


For the twelve months ended 31st December, 1916, sub- 
mitted to the Nineteenth Annual General Members of 
the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, held at 10 
Red Lion Square, London, by permission of the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur, , on Wed- 
nesday, 6th June, immediately after the Annual Meeting 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur, for 
12 noon, 
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President—S. H. Stocock. 


Vice-Presidents: G. A. Banham, P.J. Howard, N. 
Almond, C. Sheather. 

Trustees: Sir Stewart Stockman, 4 Whitehall Place, 
London, 8.W.; W. Shipley (deceased); F. W. Garnett, 
Windermere. 

Bankers : Messrs. Barclay & Co., Ltd., 5 & 6 Henrietta 
Street, London, W.C. 

‘reasurer: P. J. L. Kelland. 

Joint Hon. Secretaries: P. J. L. Kelland, F. Bullock, 
10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 1. 

Council: Retired 1917—Maj. W. S. Mulvey, Chelms- 
ford; Prof. Penberthy, Newnham, Glos.; Prof. Shave, 
London ; C. Sheather, London ; Il”. Shipley (deceased) : 
Maj. P. J. Simpson Maidenhead ; 8. H. Slocock, Houn- 
slow ; E. A. West, London. 

Retire 1918—Arnold Spicer, Oxted; H. Sumner, 
Liverpool; Sir S. Stockman, London; R. U. Trigger, 
Newcastle, Staffs. ; Capt. Sidney Villar, Amersham ; 8. 
Wharam, Leeds; Prof. Wooldridge, London; P. J. 
Howard, Ennis, Co. Clare. 

Retire 1919—Maj. J. Abson, p.s.0., Sheffield; N. 
Almond, Kingston-on-'Thames ; G. Banham, Cambridge ; 
W. F. Barrett, London ; Capt. W. Burt, Brighton; J. 
Dunstan, Liskeard ; Prof. Dewar, Edinburgh ; Jno. A. W. 
Dollar, London. 

Retire 1920—F. W. Garnett; Windermere; F. L. 
Gooch. Stamford Baron; Capt. T. G. Heatley, Wood- 
bridge; Maj. F. T. G. Hobday, London; H. A. Mac- 
Cormack, London; Sir John M‘Fadyean, London ; 
W. J. Mulvey, London ; Prof. Mettam, Dublin. 

Irish Committee: P. J. Howard, P. D. Reavy, J. F. 
Healy, Prof. O’Connor. 


During the year ended 31st December, 1916, grants 
have been continued to those already in receipt of relief 
—with one exception—and two new cases have been 
awarded grants of 5/- per week. 

The following is the list of recipients :— 

Name and age. Qualification. Per week. 
Mrs. Barcham, 54: Cannot work through illness 
Mr. Barford, 54: At present out of employment 

(three children 

Mrs. Carroll, 39: Only temporary employment 

(seven children) 
*Mrs. Farr, 44: Two children, 8 and 9 ‘i 
Mrs. Gibson, 56: Cannot work through illne 
+Mrs. Grant, 89: Old Age Pension (no family) 
Mrs. K. Howard, 62: Lives with son who helps 

to keep her est 
Mrs. Johnstone, 64: Does little needlework when 


able 
Mrs. Jones, 43: Cannot work through illness (one 
son aged 16) Als 
Mrs. Muir, 58: Five children, only one of hel 
Mrs. Porter, 60: Five daughters and one son, all 
unable to help iat 
Mrs. Shivas, 62: Music teacher, cannot work 
through ill-health 
Mrs. M. C. Timms, 53 : 
ting apartments A 
Mrs. K. Tennant, 55: No children able to help 
Mrs. Walsh, 49: Two children—18 and 16 fa 
Mrs. Wattam, 80: Grant made to daughter, an 
invalid, 49 dite 
}Mrs. Pra , 70: Three daughters, one an 
invali 
Mrs. S. J. Young, 39: One child at school paet 
Mrs. Youngs, 36: (Two children) casual nursing 


Income precarious—let- 


5/- 
5/- 
10/- 


* Only income £14 per annum. + Also 4/- for extra 
attendance. Only income 13/- per week. _— All others 
are without income. 


Messrs. Lark and 


subscribers, 


The Council has pleasure in reporting that as the 
result ef the work done in canvassing for votes and 
interest, their candidate, L. B. Farr—son of a deceased 
member—has been elected to a vacancy in the London 
Orphan School, Watford, having obtained a total of 
1407 votes and being seventh on the list. The Council 
contributed the sum of £15 to the London Orphan 
School in order to secure the admission of L. B. Farr in 
September, 1916, pending his election. This amount 
was partly covered by special subscriptions, and the 
balance was made up by members of the Council. 

This success is due almost entirely to the unremitting 
work of the late Secretary, Mr. Shipley, whose death on 
January 23rd, the Council regret to report. He had 
been Hon. Secretary and Treasurer of the Fund since 
1911. Owing to his illness during the ter part of 
last year, the Council appointed Mr. P. J. L. Kelland to 
act as Joint Hon. Secretary, so that the work of the 
Fund might be carried on. 

Though this report deals with the work of the Fund 
up to Gossuhes 31st only, it will not be out of place 
here to record that at the Council meeting held on April 
13th, 1917, a resolution was passed, placing on record 
the Council’s deep appreciation of the energy and zeal 
which Mr. Shipley had devoted to the work of the Fund, 
and the increased financial help which his untiring 
labours had brought to the Fund. During Mr. Shipley’s 
secretaryship the income of the Fund rose from £182 in 
1911, to £350 in 1916; while the relief granted reached 
a total of £396 in 1916, as against £153 in 1911. 

With the valuable help of Mr. Shipley’s clerk—Mr. P. 
Wright—Mr. P. J. L. Kelland carried on the work of 
Hon. Secretary during Mr. Shipley’s illness, and the 
Council have now reappointed him Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer, with Mr. F. Bullock as Joint Hon. Secretary. 
With the permission of the Council of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, correspondence on the business 
of the Fund may in future be addressed to 10 Red Lion 


London, W.C. 1. 

e Accounts for the y as audited by Mr. A. E. 
Lark, F.c.A., are annexed to this report. Owing to ill- 
health, Mr. Woodger was unable to act as Auditor on 
the present occasion, and the Council recommend that 
the audit by Mr. Lark be considered sufficient under 
the circumstances. It is proposed in future that the 


1 
10/. | accounts be audited by a firm of Chartered Acconntants 


only. 

The Council wishes to express its grateful thanks to 
Woodger for their very valuable 
assistance in the past. 

Several additional subscriptions have been obtained 
during the year, and the Fund continues to benefit by 
the very considerable financial assistance it derives from 


~| the proceeds of Sunday entertainments at the Bolton’s 


Cinema. This now amounts to a sum of £42 per annum, 
and the thanks of the Society are due to Mr. E. West, 

F.R.C.V.8., through whose instrumentality this ve 
acceptable contribution has been allocated to the Fund. 
The number of members on the books is nominally 
456, but many subscriptions are in arrear, and in about 
irty cases no subscription has been received since 1914. 
The Council appeals for an increase in the number of 
and also for an increase in the amount sub- 
scribed by individual members wherever possible. Itis 
obvious that in the age time of distress the relief 
which the Fund is able to grant is even more urgently 
needed than before. Members are earnestly asked to 
make the needs of the Fund more widely known, and to 
help the officers in the very difficult work they have to 
out, by securing additional income, and so placing 

the Fund on a thoroughly satisfactory basis. 
By order of the Council, 
S. H. Stocock, President. 


\ 4 
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7/- 
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10/- 
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE, year ended 31st Dec., 1916. 


Expenditure. 

To Relief granted be 
London Orphan School, subscription ... 
Charity Organisation Society 

£5 5 0 

Printing, Stationery, Postages, Clerk,and 
incidental expenses Ho 

Paid for admission of L. B. Farr to London 
Orphan School me 

Excess income over expenditure 


Income. 
By Subscriptions 
Donations to “ L. B. Farr Fund” 
Interest and Dividends 
Income Tax returned 


BALANCE SHEET. 


Income. 
To Capital Account, 31st Dec., 1915 
App :—Donations 
£3913 8 2 


Income and Expenditure Account, 31st 
Dec., 1915 
App :—Excess as per Account ve 
£161 8 10 
Subscriptions paid in advance ol 
Balance due to Bank 


Assets. 
By Investments at cost :— 
£3616 12s. 8d. 24% Consol. Stock 3045 14 
£550 Norwich Corpn. Redeemable 
3% Stock 
£300 18s. 10d. W. Australian Gov- 
ernment 34 % Stock, 1920-1935... 270 0 
£250 Union of South Africa 45% 
Stock, 1920-1925 


£4094 10 


532 3 


We have examined the above Account and Balance 
Sheet with the books and vouchers and certify them to 
be correct. The investments have been verified as 
registered in the names of the Trustees. f 

. A. E. Lark, F.c.a., Hon. Auditor. 
Pp. J. L. Hon. Treasurer. 


16th Feb., 1917. 


ARMY VETERINARY CORPS COMFORTS FUND. 


The Annual Subscribers’ Meeting of the A.V.C Com- 
forts Fund was held at the Royal College of Veterin: 
Surgeons, 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C., on Wed- 
a , 6th June, Mr. F. W. Garnett, J.P, occupied 
the Chair, and the followlng, among others, were pre- 
sent: Mrs. Moore, Capt. and Mrs. Campey, Miss Garland, 
Mrs. McGowan, Mrs. Nuthall, Maj. Olver, Maj. Rankin, 
and Mr. H. A. MacCormack. 

The CHAIRMAN, in opening the meeting, said: This 
is the third annual meeting of the Army Veterinary 
Corps Comforts Fund. When Mrs. Moore first under- 
took this work, neither she nor any of us anticipated 
that the war would last so long, and but for the war the 


attendance to-day would be very much larger than it is. 
Mrs. Moore may take it that that is a vote of confidence 
in her, if I may put it in that way, in regard to the way 


,| in which she has carried out her duties as Secretary to 


the Fund, because I feel sure that every member of the 
profession, and those outside the profession who have 
properly applied. Speaking, if I may, more in a per- 
sonal way, my wife has done a little towards the obect 
in view ; and everyone that she has asked to help her at 
Windermere, both the school people and the different 
working parties, are all perfectly satisfied when it is 
explained that.the goods that they are making will 
actually get to the men for whom they are intended. 
They are perfectly satisfied to work for Mrs. Moore 
under those conditions, and I feel sure that is the case 


-| in every other place throughout the length and breadth 


of the land. Iam sure it is your desire that we should 
ask Mrs. Moore to continue the fund for another year 
at least, because no one can anticipate a sudden termin- 


~| ation of the war; indeed it would not be policy in any 


case to act as though the war were not going to con- 
tinue through another winter. Although we know that 
the comforts are more needed in winter than in summer, 
from what I have heard from the front, socks and such- 


.| like goods are alwas _ acceptable ; they never seem 
c 


to have sufficient of such article for the real comfort of 
the soldiers. I will now ask the Hon. Secretary, Mrs. 
Moore, to read her report. 

Mrs. Moore: I am sorry to me, have not a written 
report: I rather feel that what Mr. Garnett has said 
embroiders or enlarges very much what I have doue for 
the Fund. Iam afraid that no one but myself knows 
how very inefficient, and, in many cases, incapable, I 
have been of wrestling with the amount of stuff that 
comes in, and also of the immense amount of correspon- 
dence, accounts, list making, and other business matters 
that have to be dealt with. It has been a big work, and 
I have been delighted to do it; my own feeling is that 


‘| 1 mmst crave everybody’s indulgence for not having 


done it better. Probably it is only the people who come 
to my house and help me, who have a correct impression 
of the enormous amount of stuff that rolls in and has 
to be sent on its way. I am only a sort of middleman 
who gets the stuff and despatches it to the front 
as soon as possible. I am afraid this afternoon I cannot 
tell you the number of people who are on a 
contributors of such stuff as woollies. I have brought 
my books here, and you can see the people who contri- 
bute in cash. Of course the cash is the great thing that 
helps us, but we have never spent — as it were, 
on material matters, in buying clothing. Owing to the 
enormous number of men in the corps, we have never 
tried adequately to fit out individual units of men. We 
send a consignment out, and we trust to the officers in 
command of the units to distribute them as they are 
most required. We have always sent the full amount 
of socks, for instance, out to the mobile sections, so that 
each man anyway gota pair of socks, or several pairs of 
— during the season, because more one or two 
parcels go to the mobile sections ina year. You will 
see from the balance sheet that the auditors have kindly 
made out the principal sources of the expenditure of 
the money. 
You will see that £510 7s. 6d. was t on 

wool and materials, oilskin coats and south-westers. 
The oilskin coats and south-westers were ey asked 
for during the terrible weather we had about January 
and February. It seemed impossible for the men to 
keep dry, so it was proposed that we should endeavour 
to send out a certain number of oilskin coats and south- 
westers. I think about 250 of each went out, princi- 
pally to the mobile sections. a Wadley received 
them and looked after their distribution. Of course, 
250 oilskins do not at all meet the need, but they just 
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helped a bit. The men on guard and the men who went 
on carts to the railhead, and cases like that were con- 
stantly out in the weather, and some were also 
for the.men on night duty at the hospitals. They got 
the number they asked for—five, ten, or twelve, or some- 
thing like that. Such things run into big money, but I 
am sure the money was very well spent. Not only that, 
but you must remember that these oilskin coats will be 
available for next winter. At the beginning of the 
price of the coats was 11/9 each, but at the 


season the 
was 13/9 for exactly the 


end of the season the price 
same things that were bei sold in London at about 
19/-, so that we got good value for money. 


Receipts AND PaAyMENTs ACCOUNT. 
lst June, 1916, to 3lst May, 1917. 


209 11 6 


967 2 10 


Receipts. 
To Balance at Bank at 1st June, 1916 
Subscriptions and Donations received 
during the year 
£1176 14 4 


£ os. d. 


Payments. £ d. 
250 16 3 
109 12 6 
149 18 9 

- 510 7 6 


294 19 8 
52 12 0 


By Clothing 
Wool and Materials 
Oilskin Coats & S’-Westers 


Newspapers and Magazines 
Games, Books, Stationery 


Pipes, Tobacco, etc. 

Soap, Drugs, etc. 

Assistant’s salary 

Freight, Postage, and Sundry 
expenses 29 8 5 

Printing 36 3 


347 11 8 

27 0 9 
612 0 
1219 0 


45 13 8 
937 5 7 
239 8 9 


£1176 14 4 


- Balance at Bank 31st May, 1917 


We have audited the above Receipts and Payments 
Account for the year ended 3ist May, 1917, with the 


books and Vouchers of the Army Veterinary Corps 

Comforts Fund, and certify the same to be in accordance 
therewith. 

CALLINGHAM, Brown & Con) Hon. 

Auditors. 


Chartered Accountants, 


34 Nicholson Lane, London, E.C. 4 
5th June, 1917. 


Then you will see there is the newspapers and maga- 
zines account, £294 19s. 8d., and games, books and 
statio’ , £52 12s. Smith’s bill hangs over me quite 
like a nightmare. The last bill I had for three months 
was £109. You have to take it on trust that the money 
will come in at the end of three months. I have some- 
times felt that Smith’s bill would about clear me out, 
but in the most marvellous way the cheques come in, 
and I generally have more than enough money to meet 
it. Some people have said to me, “Cut it down; do not 
let it get so big;” but it is n to consider the 

of men who benefit by receiving these papers. 
Some of them have no opportunity of reading a home 

or getting in touch with home news and war 
news. They get the benefit of reading what is going on, 
because if you are away at a corner of the front you 
know really very little of what is going on at the front. 
Seepdage unit gets its parcel of papers separately : 


they have not to share and divide them. I have been 
told that they pass on these papers to others who are in 


ed|less favourable circumstances—ambulances and other 


people that they meet on the road. When the mobile 
le have read their papers they lend them to others. 
do not want to cut down their newspapers and maga- 
zines. I have cut them down to the big hospitals, oh 
seem extremely well off, and who have funds of their 
own with which they can provide their recreation rooms 
with papers, although they had not at the beginning. 
A great many of the officers did not want particularly 
to do it in that way, and they used to send me money, 
say £10 at a time, to continue the papers. I have done 
that in cases where I have been asked to continue send- 
in the papers to the ‘hospitals. Some hospitals have 
referred to drop out, and to supply their own papers, 
bat we are still asked to supply more papers to various 
other units. I had a list only the other day from 
Salonika, giving me the particulars of the different units 
and the officers out there to whom the papers should be 
sent for distribution. 

Then the soldiers at the front ask for all sorts of 
different things. I have been asked for boxing gloves, 
to keep some of them amused at night, because the time 
hangs very heavily on their hands in the evening. 
Games make the necessary diversion, and keep the men 
together of an evening, and they look at life in quite a 
different way next morning, after they have had a good 
bout with the gloves over night. 

_We have not done much this year in the supply of 
pipes and tobacco ; there was not the need for it. The 
ipes have gone in the ls to the mobile sections, 
ause we did not think the men at the front had man 
opportunities of renewing their pipes. When their 
pipes got broken they had to do without, se that in 
every 1 we sent out to the mobile sections we gen- 
erally included a dozen pipes. We thought there would 
not be the full number of smokers in each section, and 
I was also told that men did not mind sharing a pi 
so that twelve pipes generally went in each parcel. To 
was also sent in the parcels te the mobiles, be- 
cause it was thought it would be rather a cruel thing to 
send a man a nice new pipe without tobacco to put into 
it and test it. We do not want to spend money on 
tobacco, because there is an unlimited demand. We 
also send tobacco to Mesopotamia and to Egypt, but 
not very much. I had some special money sent me for 
that, which does not show in the account, to provide 
tobacco to send out there. 

So far as the balance sheet that explanation 
really covers nearly everything that we need go into. 
Then you will see a statement is given of articles as 
supplied to Army Veterinary Corps men on active ser- 
vice in France, t, Salonica, Mesopotamia, etc., dur- 
ing the year June Ist, 1916, to May 3lst, 1917: socks, 
3304 pairs ; vests, over 1000 ; pants, 375; mufflers, 680; 
helmets, over 200 ; mittens and gloves, 611 ; shirts, 300; 
warm jerseys and waistcoats, about 50; and handker- 
chiefs I have put at a thousand, but there were a great 
many more, because we did not count the handkerchiefs. 
They were stuffed in very often in bundles of dozens, 
and we did not keep an account of them. 

I would like to mention the magnificent support I 
have had from everybody, but et ge wend from a few 
people who have backed me up all through, who have 
never seemed to tire of collecting and putting the 
interests of the fund in the forefront of the battle, and 
not letting people aa that there is an Army Veteri- 
nary Corps Comforts Fund. The Scotch people, I must 
say, are wonderful. I do not wish in any way to cast 
aspersions on what we do in England, but Scotland isa 
long way off, and they have a tremendous number of 

mental funds, so that 1 am sure you will agree 


it is really splendid that Colonel Stratton, who is the 
senior officer of the in Scotland, has sent me £101. 


‘the match £15 6s. Then 
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Major and Mrs. Archibald Baird, of Edinburgh, have 
coilected magnificently, particularly in the way of 
woollies ; they have sent me sacks and sacks full of 
lovely things, and in money they have sent me £43. I 
would like parr as they are not here, to send them 
a message that their help is very much appreciated. 
Mrs. Taylor of Morpeth, whose husband is now, I think, 
with the Corps, got up a flower day and sent me £20 
from that. Another lady, Mrs. McGowan’s sister-in-law, 
who is near Newcastle, got up a golf competition which 
realised about £14. 

Then Mrs. Mettam, Mrs. Rutherford, and Mr. Ewing 
Johnston, who ought almost to have the Victoria Cross 
put after his name, have done s lendidly. I have 
received a very great deal of help from Ireland. Mrs. 
Mettam did more in the previous year than last year, 
but she has been in bad health and not able to doa 
great deal in the way of collecting. Mrs. Rutherford 
went to Ireland and took over a deal of the whip- 

ing up of the military side,and Mrs. Mettam then only 
Fealt with the civil side. Mrs. Mettam and Mrs. 
Rutherford, between them, have sent me close on £60. 
Mrs. Ferguson of Belfast, a friend of Mr. Ewing 
Johnston, got up an entertainment and sent £26. ~That 
money had to go, by request, to the | pages in our Corps 
belonging to the Ulster division, and a mgs deal of it 
went in providing waterproof coats. r. Emery and 
his boys and some friends organised a football match, 
but the weather was so bad that it did not come off, but 
they collected from the a og who should have gone to 

r. Ewing Johnston got up a 

variety entertainment at the Opera House in Belfast 
which realised a very great deal of money, but he 
apologises that it was not more. In the previous year 
may remember that he sent £300 which he realised 

m a concert. This time he sent me a cheque for 
£161 15s. 5d., and I have just had a telegramfrom him 
which says, “Please add £3 4s. 7d. to the matinée 


ue. 
hat has really been very gratifying is that so many 
of the officers in command of the veterinary hospitals 
and units have got up little entertainments, and have 
placed the merits of the fund betore the men who are 
working under them. They have told them all about it, 
and the men have joined very heartily in the work. The 
top of the list here is the contribution I had from Wool- 
wich, £30. I am glad to see Captain Campey here, 
because he worked valiantly in organising the concert at 
the Depot at Woolwich. Major Logan, at St. Alban’s 
got up some sports ; Major Porritt, at Hounslow, has 
sent some cheques: one, the proceeds of a dance ; 
another, the of some and another from 
something Then Major Bell, from Tunbridge 
Wells, sent a cheque and says that he is getting u 
at the end of July another day of sports. Thena g 
many officers have sent contributions from their canteen 
funds or from special collections for the Comforts Fund, 
including Major Cochrane, Major Webb, Major Scott 
Ninnow. Major Walker, Major Gibbs, and Major Lake. 
There are other names I should mention, who send 
me in almost periodical contributions. Major Gibbs and 
Major Lake send a quarterly and very often a monthly 
=: that goes towards providing their hospitals 
wi 
have been closed, I have received 
a good many cheques. Some people who have not been 
to come here this afternoon have sent cheques as a 
compensation for their absence, which is very nice of 
them. I have had a big cheque from Major Dixon at 
Huntingdon of £20—that is a divisional hospital ; from 
Mrs. Baird another £3; from Mrs. Mettam a little 
more ; and from Mrs. Brown of Invergordon another 
ue. Those will all come into this year’s accounts. 
Mrs. Butler, General Butler's ner who is on the 
committee, and who helped me so efficiently last year, is 


in the south of Ireland, and has sent me £5 because she 
cannot be at the meeting, with an apology that she 
cannot do more. That, I take it, is a very acceptable 
apology. 

There is not 7 much more for me to say, except, 

rhaps to dwell for a few moments on the future. 

me days, when the money is low, I feel a little bit 
despondent, and think that I cannot carry on very much 
longer. The work mostly comes in the winter, How- 
ever, we have very satisfactorily cnded the year with a 
balance of £239 8s. 9d.. and some more money has come 
in since, as well as this money that I told you about just 
now, so that we have close on to face next winter 
with. Last year I carried forward £209, so that we can, 
I think, keep our heads above water for another season. 
I do not feel at all despondent about the money, but I 
am afraid I may suffer, like other people, from shortage 
of labour. That is really a serious question, because we 
cannot do a great deal of wrestling with the bales and 
bundles and parcels that pour in unless we have a little 
help. Miss Garland has helped me very splendidly this 
last winter, and I hope she will be able to help me 
again. She has come most regularly during the winter 
months three days a week from i0 to 6; and we can get 
a good deal of stuff through our hands in those three 
days, but I should be extremely glad ef other help. 
People say, ‘‘ Yes, I will come and help you for a few 
hours a day,” or something like that, but I reply. 
“Unless you can come regularly you are not really of 
very wuch help.” If you come for a day of course it 
mare but if you can come for a day a week, it will be 
still more helpful. If I want help in entering up lists or 
counting up things, I must have somebody who 
been there before— who can do it right off without being 
shown. We trust that helpers will come forward better 
next winter than during the past one. 

A good many of the Corps people who are willing 
to assist come and go: they do not stay very long in 
London : their husbands are in France, so that they are 
only passing through for a few weeks or a month at a 
time. That is the difficulty, because it is a case of stick- 
ing it out. You have to stick it out. I little knew 
what it meant when I started the fund. I did not think 
I should have to keep at it for three years, and I do not 
suppose anybody else did. Perhaps this year the work 
has been more troublesome because I have had the 
auditors hanging over me asa sortof nightmare. Every- 
thing has had to go through the auditors, and I rather 
trembled when I laid all the books and accounts before 
Mr. Callingham and Mr. Brown the other day in the 
City. They were exceedingly kind. One day previous! 
Mrs. McGowan and I made out that we were so mu 
short in our accounts ; the next day we went through 
them again and we found we were so much over,—we 
had more money in the bank than we could account for, 
which made a strange position. However, Mr. Brown 
says that we only have 2s. 9d. more than we should 
have, so that I think it is rather a successful balance 
sheet to come out on the right side in that way. 
The auditors have made hardly any corrections, so that 
I came away from them yesterday really quite chirpy 
when oe | said that everything was absolutely correct, 
and I got their signatures to the paper to say that 
they had gone through the books and found that every- 
thing was in order. So that to-day I can say that I feel 
happier than I did last week over the account part of 
"] vould lik nd a special of thanks 

would like to send a 5 message anks to 

acknowledging the things sent, but many peop 

who have done a great deal may think that mere ac- 
eonant ona post card is not quite sufficient. I 
would, therefore, like to send to our distant subscribers 
and contributors a special message of warm thanks for 
all they have done in making up local working parties, 
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ladies’ knitting associations, and other busy parties of 
needle-workers. It takes a great deal of driving power 
to make people realise that we want the stuff. Mr. 
Ewing Johnston has been wonderful in Belfast, because 
he has put me in touch with ladies there who organised 
—* parties, and they have sent most wonderful 
stuff. I supply the materials to these people ; thev get 
the stuff knitted up, and send it back to me. You can- 
not ask people, now that the price of everything has 
gone up so much, to give you, say, 500 pairs of socks ; 
~ must supply the wool if you want the socks. The 
ladies in Scotland, Ireland and England have been 
ae in working at these knitting parties. Mrs. 

rnett has been working among the school people as 
well as taking a great interest in the ladies’ working 
parties. I think all those people deserve our very warm 
and hearty thanks for keeping at the work and sending 
ana over now and then, in some cases monthly 


The CHarrMAN : Major Olver has just come from the 
front. He has seen some of the work that has been 
done there by the Comforts Fund, and I am sure we 
shall be glad to hear what he has to say. 

MaJsor Over: I have been over in France two and 
a half years, and I have naturally seen a deal of 
the working of the fund ; and, much as I didlike any- 
thing in the nature of a speech, I am only too delighted 
to have the opportunity of thanking Mrs. Moore and her 
co-workers for the ~— assistance they have given us 
in all directions. In the early days of the war everyone 
was very short of things that were realiy necessary, and 
the fund was then of the utmost assistance in providing 
things which we could not get otherwise. A good many 
things were required which had not been contemplated 
from our experience of previous campaigns. Most of 
our organisation was based on the experience of South 
Africa, where we were fighting in a country witha 
climate very different from the North of France in 
winter. It was in filling those gaps that the fund came 
in most useful. At that time I was in command of one 
of the hospitals that went out from this country. It 
was a comparatively small unit originally, but it has 
grown now to a large unit, and the hospitals now have 
probably grown to such a size that they are beyond the 
soe of such a fund as this. Where you have a unit 
dealing with 2000 sick animals, and a personnel of about 
650, it is a very big thing for any fund to have to supply 
the requirements which should be — by the 
Ordnance Department, and nowadays I think they are. 
From a material point of view the men in France, both 
as regards their feeding, accommodation, clothing, etc., 
are on the whole certainly a deal better off than 
they have ever been before. On the other hand, there 
are certain things which you can never have too much of, 
and that applies more particularly to the mobile veter- 
inary sections than to the hospitals on lines of com- 
munication. Mrs. Moore has said that over 3000 pairs 
of socks have been sent out. That is the sort of thing 
which men can never have too many of. They are thin 
they can always carry where they are working. In the 
winter they have to work under the most appalling con- 
ditions of mud and dirt, and to be able to change into a 
clean pair of socks adds not only to the comfort of the 
men but saves a tremendous amount of sickness. 
Mufflers and helmets are also very much appreciated. 
Vests were very much asked for at one time, but it 
would be an impossibility for any fund to supply the 
whole of the men with any considerable number of vests. 
Warm jerseys and waistcoats are very nice, but they 
ought to be able to get them from the Ordnance. 
Waterproof — same, oilskins, are most useful. The 
Ordnance will supply a certain number for a pur- 
poses, but they lay down certain rules with regard to 
them, and there 


are certain people for whom they are 


reall oe who cannot get them, and that is where 
the fand as come in very useful. 

As regards distribution, I think you need have no 
doubt as to the men getting the things that are sent 
them. They aresent up under the same organization 
as the veterinary ordnance. It is sometimes slow ; itis 
impossible to avoid that on active service. You have 
to take into consideration the enormous amount of 
material that has to be moved up from the bases to the 
front, and it is really wonderful that it works as well 
as it does. The stores are sent out to the base stores ; 
from there they are sent to the advanced stores, and 
from there they are sent up through the mili for- 
warding branch, which distributes them to the divisions 
to which they are consigned. They are notified by the 
stores when the things are sent up ; they collect them 
and give a receipt for what is sent u They get the 
notification at the same time that the stores are dis- 
patched, and if they do not get them, they immediately 
set enquiries onfoot. Asa matter of fact the amount 
of loss is very small. A few things are occasionally lost 
at the front, but the number is very small indeed. 
Everything is now done in reason that can be done for 
the material comfort of the men, and with the exception 
of a few special articles, such as socks and waterproofs, 
they are very well done. The Ordnance has got the 
whole business very well organised, and the men now 
have nothing to complain of. 

As regards their recreation and relaxation, it is not 
so easy, and that, I think, is where the Fund will do an 
enormous amount of good. It is very difficult to arrange 
to get the men suitable recreation. They have every- 
thing the require in the way of food. The Y.M.C.A. 
and similar organisations have grown to a marvellous 
extent, pot only at the bases but right along the front. 
They provide great facilities which have done an im- 
mense amount of On the other hand everv unit 
must have within it some means of giving the mena 
little relaxation, and nothing does as much as 
ee, magazines, games, books and stationery. 
They are my | much appreciated, and are of the ut- 
most value to the men at the front. If those oppor- 
tunities are not afforded to them, they are liable not 
only to get stale, but to go in for other forms of recrea- 
tion which are not so desirable. If they have not any- 
thing to keep them amused in the unit, they are liable 
to go to the cafés and other places, and it is impossible 
to avoid that to a certain extent. Much good is done 
in the way of providing recreation through such things 
as boxing gloves, punch balls, and anything of that 


kind. Itis not very necessary now to supply pipes and 
tobacco to the men ; they are very well provided, and 
they can get those almost anywhere. ey get them 


from the expeditionary canteens, and they are quite:well 
found in that respect, certainly in France. It may be 
a little different in Mesopotamia and other places ; that 
I know nothing about, but I imagine that everywhere 
they can get as much tobacco as they really want. 
After listening to Mrs. Moore’s account of the work 
which has been done, one realises what a tremendous 
work it all is. I know from experience what it means 
to organize anything of this kind, and [ am sure the 
Army Veterinary Corps as a whole ought to be most 
teful to Mrs. Moore and her co-workers for all they 
eo done. The work has to be done regularly ; ome 
accounts have to be kept, and very few people 
the amount of time and labour involved. Quite a large 
amount of money has been raised. I was surprised to 
hear the amounts that had been collected by certain 
individuals such as Mr. Ewing Johnston at Belfast ; it 
is really wonderful. §S ing ‘on behalf of the Army 
Veteri Service in France, we are very grateful for 


what has been done, and desire to express our most 
hearty to everyone who has taken a hand in 
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organising and working the fund, particularly to Mrs. 
Moore, and also to the Chairman, who is a very busy 
man. It is very kind of him to come here and take the 
chair to-day. 

The CHarRMAN: During the past year, owing to 
recent legislation, we have had to register the Fund 
as the “Army Veterinary Corps Comforts Fund.” 
{tis merely one of those necessities that have arisen 
owing to the war, and it is necessary in order to safe- 

the interests of the charity. All the accounts 
ome to be audited now, which I feel sure averyone con- 
nected with the Fund feels should be done. They always 
have come out correct, and I am very pleased to think 
that, even with a chartered accountant on the job, the 
have been proved to be correct. I am sure we all than 
Mrs. Moore for her very lucid statement as to how the 
money has been spent, and 1 feel sure that the sub- 
scribers will appreciate what Maj. Olver has said with 
to the distribution of the articles. So long as 
people feel that the best is being made of what they 
fre they are perfectly satisfied to continue giving, and 
am sure than when Mrs. Moore makes her appeal for 
another year, the veterinary profession will not be found 
wanting in their ee. 

On the motion of Mr. H. A. MacCormack, seconded 
by Maj. Olver, the balance sheet as presented was 
unanimously adopted, and a hearty vote of thanks was 
accorded to the Hon. Auditors, Messrs. Callingham, 
Brown & Co., Chartered Accountants, for their services 


- in auditing the accounts. 


On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Major 
Olver, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mrs 
Moore and her co-workers for their work in the past, 
the hope being mene that they would continue the 
same beneficent efforts in the future. 

Mrs. Moore, in acknowledging the vote of thanks, 
mentioned the excellent help that had been rendered to 
her by the following ladies, who were kind enough to 
serve on the Committee : Mrs. McGowan, Mrs. Moseley, 
and Mrs. Mackenzie. 

The meeting then terminated. 


Bacterial Antagonism. 
The following notes are taken from an article in 


The Lancet by LEONARD COLEBROOK, M.B., BS. LOND., 
Assistant, Inoculation Dept., St. Mary’s Hospital. 


“Tn the course of an investigation of menin us 
carriers, undertaken on behalf of the Medical rch 
Committee, I noticed on several occasions that when 
the meningococcus began to disappear from the naso- 

nx it was at once replaced by great numbers of 
pneumococci or streptococci. Moreover, on at least 
two occasions the ea Fg of the meningococcus 
seemed to be determined by the onset of an acute ‘cold 
in the head.’ The interesting question arose— Had these 
pneumococci and streptococci poy a! entered on a field 
vacated by the meningococcus, or had they also played 
an active ré/e in supplanting that invader 

With a view of showing if there was any antagonism 
between these organisms or artificial media a drop of 
pneumococcus culture in broth was allowed to trickle 
across the middle of a serum-a Aw and as soon as 
the track of this stream had dried in the incubator a 
drop of meningococcus culture was run across the plate 
at right angles to the pneumococcus stream. After in- 
eubation of the plate overnight it was found that where 
the two streams crossed the meningococcus culture had 
been completely inhibited by the growth of pneumo- 


coccus, and this notwithstanding that the meningo- | P 


coccus grew more rapidly. 
From further experiments of this kind it appeared 
asimilar antagonism to meningococcus is shown 


by many different varieties or streptococcus obtained 
from the normal mouth and naso-pharynx ; and also by 
several strains of the Sonreeerre feecalis type culti- 
vated from war.wounds. Moreover, it was pointed out 
to me by rr M. H. Gordon, r.A.M.c. (T.), that saliva 
(contaminated, as it always is, by very many strepto- 
cocci) exercises a similar check upon the growth of 
meningococcus on artificial media. On the other hand, 
it may be noted in ing that menin us is not 
alone in its susceptibility to this inhibitory influence. 
With the exception of gonococcus(two strains) and micro- 
coccus melitensis (one strain) all the Gram-negative 
cocci I have so far tried have been inhibited by the test 
culture of pneumococcus employed. They comprise 
some three or four strains of M. catarrhalis from the nose 
and mouth, and several strains of the ill-classified cocci 
which somewhat closely resemble meningococcns, yet 
differ from that organism by their sugar-reactions, or 
the colour of their colonies, or their ability to grow 
readily at 23°C. I have failed to find any evidence of a 
reciprocal influence exerted by the meningococcus upon 
the pneumococci or streptococci antagonistic to it.” 
Further, “On a plate culture, by allowing the growth 
of pneumococcus to get well started before the meningo- 
coccus stream was planted the growth of the latter was 
totally checked, not only where the two streams met, 
but also to a distance of nearly a contimetre on either 
side of that point. This checking at a distance suggests 
at once that some change has been produced in the 
medium by the growth of pneumococcus. To establish 
this point it was necessary to eliminate the presence of 


.| inhibitory microbes on the surface of the medium. A 


slope culture of pneumococcus was washed off with 
sterile broth and then heated at 54°C. for an hour to 
kill any remaining pneumococci. Meningococci planted 
afterwards on this medium were unable to grow. 

A serum-agar slope was heavily planted with pneumo- 
cocci but kept at room temperature. After 20 hours 
cocci were washed off and the tube heated at 54°C. 
‘Subsequent planting with meningococcus gave the usual 
rapid and copious growth, showing that the inhibitory 
change in the medium is not produced by the mere pre- 
sence of the pneumococcus on its surface, but only by 
by the process of its active growth. 

By another experiment a further clue to the exact 
nature of the antagonism was obtained. The pneumo- 
coccus stream was c by a thin and a thick sowing, 
respectively, of meningococci, with the rather unex- 

ted result that the many microbes of the thick sow- 
ing were able to produce a vigorous growth across the 
area forbidden to the few. Clearly, then, the pneumo- 
cocci had not deprived the medium of something which 
was essential for the growth of meningococcus, nor in 
any other way had they rendered the medium, as such, 
unsuitable for that organism.” 

“Direct evidence of a poisoning or bactericidal pro- 
cess was obtained by working with fluid cultures of 

neumococcus. A well-grown culture in glucose-ascitic- 

roth was steriiised by heat, or filtered, and then inocu- 
lated with a certain number of meningococci. By test- 
ing samples of this for sterility at appropriate intervals 
it was found that, unless too large a pumber had been 
implanted, the meningococci were completely killed off 
within a short period of exposure to the pneumococcus- 
poisoned broth. From an average of several quantita- 
tive experiments it appeared that at least 40,000 cocci 
were thus killed within an hour by 1 c.c. of the pneumo- 
coccus broth.” 


“Little is yet known in to this bactericidal 
rocess.. That it is not dependent on acid formation by 
the pnenmococcus is shown by the fact that on medium 
free from sugar that microbe produces no acid and yet 


inhibits meningococcus strongly. Nor is it dependent 
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on the presence of serum or serous fluid in the medium’ 
All that can be positively stated at present is that the 
bactericidal agent, whatever it may be, is filterable, and | 
is inactivated at a temperature of between 70° and 80°C. 
I have been unable to find any evidence that it exerts a 
lytic effect upon the meningococcus. 


“ Antagonism among bacteria has been recognised for | 
many years. Kitasato, in 1889, drew attention to the 
fact that several microbic species are prevented from | 
growing, and even killed, by the contiguous growth of 

e cholera vibrio, while that microbe in turn is in- 
hibited by the bacillus pyocyaneus. Later it wasshown W. Fowle, Birkenhead 
that the bacillus pyocyaneus is also—and in greater } &. Gibbs, Major A.v.c. 
degree—antagonistic to the diphtheria bacillus. In) . Going, Capt. A.v.c. 

1903 Lode published a description of a certain large ©, Gorton, Whitechapel, E. 
coccus isolated from the air which exerts a strong in- R ©, G. Hancock, Capt. A.v.c. 
hibitory influence upon the growth of such diverse or- W.H. Heaney, Capt. a.v.c. 
ganisms as the bacilli of anthrax and chicken cholera, . James, Llanyb ther 
the staphylococcus, and the micrecoccus tetragenus; }. Kirby, v.s.0., ajor A.V.c. 
and also a somewhat less potent effect upon the bacillus 4 Gk. Lalor, Capt. A.v.c. 
typhosus and the cholera vibrio. .T. Lindsay, Capt. a.v.c. 
ith two of these organisms—viz., micrococcus tetra- J. A.B. McGowan, Major A.v.c. 


. H. Bennett, Lieut. a.v.c. 
. W. Bloxsome, Capt. A.v.c. 
. Bone, Major A.v.c. 


.J. Brain, Cheltenham 

. Burrell, Capt. A.v.c. 

B. Buxton, Herne Hill, 8.E. 
G. Byerley, Greenwich 
Cc 
C 


hild, Leeds (1915, 1916, 1917) 
onner, Capt. A.v.c. 

. Edgar, Capt. A.v.c. 

. Ellison, t. A.V.C. 


genus and the bacillus of chicken cholera—he was able v. Makinson, Capt. a.v.c. 
to show that the inhibition was dependent upon a arks, Capt. a.v.c. 
definite bactericidal action exerted by the medium in J. artin, jun., Capt. A.v.c. 
which the coccus had grown—the bactericidal agent fF. W. Melhuisb, Major A.v.c. 
being a filterable and dialysable substance inactivated . M. Mitéhell, m.c., Capt. a.v.c. 
at a temperature of 97°C. . G. Pallin, p.s.o., Major a.v.c. 
It is in connexion with its power to check the growth A. Ff. Payne, Weybridge 
of the cholera vibrio, however, that this coccus has JE. Porrett, Capt. A.v.c. 
—<_ claimed attention. Metchnikoff has long enter- J. Preston, Mallow, Co. Cork 
tained the idea that individuals who escape cholera, .T, Ryan, Major A.v.c. 
when that disease is rife ina community, may owe their A. J. Sewell, Eaton Square, S.W. 
protection to the presence in the intestinal canal of ©. M. Stewart, Capt. A.v.c. 
these air borne cocci or of other organisms, like bacillus . A. Stewart, Major .v.c. 
pyocyaneus, antagonistic to the development of the! }. J. Taylor, Major A.v.c. 
vibrios.” : t T. Taylor, Capt. a.v.c. 
“Whether or not the future will establish this con- (, G. Thompson, Capt. a.v.c. (1916-1920) 
ception with regard to cholera it would seem probable R. Tindle, Major A.v.c. 
that the principle of bacterial antagonism will be found W.H. Walker, p.s0. Major a.vc. 
to have other, and perhaps therapeutically useful, appli- . J. Weir, Capt. A.v.c. 
cations in the wide field of microbic infections.” -M.E. Williams, Rhondda 
i com 
SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.VS. | J. H. Wright,” Capt. avo. 
The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary Fvevionsly acknowledg 

Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- | 
ing subscriptions for 1917 :— | 
J. O. Andrews, D.s.0., Major A.v.c. £1 10) 
E. B. Bartlett, Major a.v.c. _ 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanderst 
and-Mout 
Disease. 


Anthrax Parasitic | Sheep 
(including | Mange. | Scab.] Swine Fever. 
breaks) mals./ On. | ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani-| Out-| Oat- | Slaugh- 

breaks) mals. }breaks! mals. |breaks| mals. breaks. | te 


Outbreaks 
ItELAND. Week ended May26].. | .. | ... | .. | ... 


Corresponding Week in 1915... |... 2 


1914 


Total for 21 weeks, 1917 23 124 
1916 ... ws ose /29 123 
Corresponding period in on om 1 3 20 121 
1914 ... . 74 | 341 see wes 43 330 102 | 

Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch),\ Dublin, May 29, 1917 
Nors.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. "As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 
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Cruelty charge at Bakewell— 
Mechanical lameness—fined. 


At Bakewell (Derbyshire) Police Court a local farmer 
was summoned on Friday for cruelty to a horse working 
it in an unfit state. 

Evidence was given by the police, and also Inspector 
Busby, R.8.P.c.A., of Buxton, to the effect that the animal, 
although in good bodily condition walked on three | 
was very lame in the near hind foot, and appeared tote 


in t pain. 

fir. Geo, Howe, F.R.c.v.s., of Buxton, a well-known 
local veterinary surgeon, gave evidence voluntarily on 
behalf of defendant, and said he did so because he 
thought the defendant ought to have been legally repre- 
sented. Mr. Howe, who added that he came to the 
Court to see that justice was done, said that it was true 
the horse had a defect in the near hind leg, but this was 
more of a mechanical nature than anything else ; and it 
was much better that the horse should be worked on 
some light job than stand idle. His sympathies, he 
added, were with the Society, but he regretted to say 
that this case had been very much over-stretched by the 
prosecution. There was nothing, in witness’s opinion, 
to indicate that the horse was suffering pain at all, 
although the casua] observer, and those who had not a 
thorough knowledge of horses’ diseases, might think so. 
Many a farmer got rid of horses which had originally 
cost from £10 to£12, for a few shillings, because they 


‘were frightened when told that there was something 


seriously wrong with them, especially when such ani- 
were aged and worn. 

The Inspector added that the horse had been sold for 
30/-,and sent to Manchester to provide food for Belgians. 
Could Mr. Howe, he asked, get a good working horse 
for the sum ? ; 

Mr. Howe: That is a very foolish question to ask me. 

“Well, can you?” asked the Inspector. 

“Tf Psa want a straight answer—certainly not.” 

The Bench imposed a fine of £1. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Palace, June 6. 
The following Officers had the honour of being re- 
ceived by The King, when His Majesty invested them 
with the Insignia of Companions of the Orders into 
which they have been admitted :— 


Tae Most DIsTINGUISHED ORDER oF St. MICHAEL 
AND St. GEORGE. 


* 7 * 
Colonel Ernest Martin, Army Veterinary Corps. 
War Office, June 12. 


MesopoTaMIA DISPATCHES. 


The names of the following officers and men have been 
brought to the notice of the Secretary of State for War, 
for distinguished services rendered in connexion with 
the operations in Shaiba in April, 1915 :— 

* * + 
Capt. H. Stephenson, a.v.c. 


Extracts from London Gazette, 
Orrice, WHITEHALL, June 8. 


Reeutar Forces. Army Verermnary Corps. 


Hon. Lieuts.:—E. J. McLachlan, E. 8. 
Steiner (Apl. 11). 


TERRITORIAL Force, ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


June 12. 
Lieut. to be Capt.:—J. Robertson (June 1). 


India Office, June 12. 
The following appointment has been made in India :— 


To be Temp. Principal Vety. Officer in India :—Col. L. J. 
Blenkinsop, D.s.o., British Service (July 26, 1916). 
The following casualty is reported :— 
Drep—Pte. A. 8. Rushforth, SE/6852 (Saffron Walden) 


= 


Personal. 


Capt. James H. Srewart, A.v.c., who was recently 
awarded the Military Cross, is the second son of the 
late Councillor A. C. Stewart, M.R.c.v.s., and Mrs. 
Stewart, Nevill Street, Cardiff, whose three sons are all 
serving. Capt. Stewart was in practice with his father 
prior to the war, and joined up in December, 1914. 


The place yesterday, at Holy Trinity 
Cathedral, of Mr. 8. H. Gaiger, r.R.c.v.s., Veterinary 
Bacteriologist, late of the Indian Civil Veterinary De- 
partment, and now returning to England from a scien- 
tific expedition to Peru, and Miss Marie Bradfield, of 
Barnes, London, 8.W., niece of Mrs. Palmer, Port-of- 
Spain. The Dean officiated.— 7'he Port-of-Spain Gazette, 
(Trinidad, W. Indies), April, 22. 


OBITUARY. 


Joun A. BULL, M.R.c.v.s., Tysoe, Kineton, Warwick. 
Graduated, Edin : April, 1881. 
. Mr. Bull died on June 2, at the age of 60. 


Cuar.es E. WELLS, M.R.C.v.s., 14 Leman St., London, E. 
Lond: July, 1896. 


While performing an “operation upon a horse, on 
Thursday, 7th inst., Mr. Wells was kicked on the temple 
and so seriously injured that he died after an operation 
at London Hospital.—A verdict of “Accidental death ” 
was returned at the inquest. His age was 43. 


Henry Wizson, “Existing Practitioner,” 29 Darnley 
Road, Gravesend. Died lst June, aged 77. 


The late Capt. H. L. Anthony. 
In The Veterinary Record, of May 19, Captain H. L. 
Anthony’s name was given as a casualty. I have waited 
in the hope that some further particulars might be given, 
but as none have yet appeared, I am sending you a little 
information respecting him. 
Capt. H. L. Anthony, a.v.c. (T.¥.), was, when I took 
over the duties of A.D.V.S. of the 58th London Division 
at Ipswich, in January, 1916, in command of the 1/1st 
London Mobile Veterinary Section at Woodbridge, and 
went overseas with it in March, 1916, so that he had 
been abroad over twelve months, Unfortunately Tam not 
in a position to give you any information as to his move- 
ments afterwards, but heard of him several times through 
his friends. I had made his acquaintance previously at 
the Army Veterinary School, Aldershot, where we were 
both attending a course of instruction, and I can testi 
to his keenness for his work, and that he did it we 
while he was with the 58th Division. His profession is 
the poorer jby his death, and I should like to add my 
tribute to his memory. 
Awpe, Capt. A.v.c, (7.F.), 


To be temp. Lieut. :—P. Thexton (May 24). 


V.O. 2/21st Inf. Bde. 
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The Suffolk in France. 
“ Havin to the undoubted irregularity of 
meals in France, and the absence, probably, of any at 


all on some days, some other observations, by the late 
Mr. Biddell, written now some thirty or forty years 
ago, are very much to the point. He said, ‘The dee 
carcase is, or should be, the sine gud non with a Suffolk, 
and long hours without food, a noted practice all over 
the county, renders a roomy carcase a positive necessity. 
A horse with a light middle and a short rib may do in 
London, where the nosebag is always at hand, but the 
long day and short rations—from 6.30 to three o’clock 
on the a Ag Suffolk would soon reduce a horse 
of this form to a skeleton.’ It is that ideal type of 
Suffolk as described by Mr. Biddell, and which has 
been generally bred in the county for years now, that 
is representing the breed in France ; hence we get these 
high testimonials to the worth of the Suffolk as a 
draught horse. All will admit the work in France has 
been of the severest, and the Suffolk has come through 
with full honours.” —Zive Stock Journal. 


The increase of Sheep Scab. 


At the monthly Council meeting of the Royal Agri- 
cultural Society, Mr. C. B. Adeane, c.B., President, in 
the chair, the 1 of Northbrook presented a report, 
made to the Committee by Sir John M‘Fadyean, which 
stated that the total outbreaks since the beginning of 
the year now number 364, as against 170 at the same 
date last year. 

_ The Committee were strongly of ofinion that the 
increase in sheep scab calls for the serious consideration 
of the Government. The Earl of Northbrook, in moving 
the adoption of the Committee’s report, said it would be 
in the recollection of the Council that on 24th January 
last they passed a resolution calling the attention of the 
Board of Agriculture to the great increase in the out- 
breaks of scab. The Board reported on 14th February 
that the matter had been under their consideration, and 
special Orders as to dipping and restrictions as to the 
movement of sheep had been imposed in certain areas 
in Scotland in which the outbreaks — to have 
> aga The Board added that if these restrictions 

not resnit in the reduction of the disease they would 


p — = the report. Mr. M 


be prepared to —- other measures. It was now four 


and instead of there having been a reduction there had 
been a very great increase in the number of outbreaks, 
The Committee therefore thought it was desirable for 
further action to be taken in the matter, and he would 
move that the Board’s attention should be called to the 
ansell seconded this, 


Fish Meal for Stock Feeding. 


At a recent meeting of the Aberdeen Chamber of 
Commerce, Mr. Robert Milne, Aberdeen—the Vice- 
President of the Chamber—in the course of an address 
on Aberdeen’s fishing industry, remarked that it was 
rather a reflection upon the british agriculturist that 
previous to the outbreak of the war nearly the whole of 
the valuable food for live stock in the form of fish meal 
had been utilised by German farmers. In 1914 well 
over 8000 tons of meal was manufactured. It was 
exported to Germany, where the farmers had discovered 
its value and used it most successfully and profitably in 
feeding stock—chiefly pigs, cattle, and poultry. It was 
no uncommon thing to find upwards of a thousand pigs 
being fattened on one German farm, and fish meal was 
one of the chief ingredients of the feeding stuffs. Most 
satisfactory results in pig-feeding had been found where 
a judicious proportion of fish meal was used. Being 
very rich in albuminoids it was specially suitable for 
mixing with hay, straw, and almost all cereals and offals 
which contained a large proportion of carbohydrates. 
He showed it to be very considerably cheaper as a food 
unit than distillers’ or brewers’ dried grains, linseed 
cake, maize, wheat, bran, or oats. Being purely a home 
product, he urged that it should claim the attention of 
all British farmers. Carefully conducted experiments 
had dispelled the prejudice against fish meal entertained 
by some on the ground that it would give an unsavoury 
flavour to the flesh of animals fed upon it. 

Dr. J. F. Tocher, county analyst, also deplored the 
fact that fish meal had been absolutely neglected 
British He did — apy fi 
suitable for catt! orses, pigs, and poultry, or so con- 
centrated as fish pany or so readily digestible. Albu- 
minoids in fish were so very much more readily digested 
than albuminoids in ordinary meat. It was of the 
greatest importance that this valuable offal should be 


months since the ’s restrictions had been enforced, | used at home, and not sent abroad. 
DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS 
Foot- 
Anthrax and-Mouth | Glanders.t =} Swine Fever 
Ant 
Out- | Ani- Ont- | Ani- | ani. | Sheer] 
Period. . mals. Scab.| Out- 
joreaka) mals breaks — 
BRITAIN (2) (a) (b) (b) (d) (a) 
‘AIN. 
Week ended June 9 8 8 1 47 85 2 54 28 
19160 2] 77 122 | 295 
Corresponding 1915 8 | 8 1} 1] 35 126 | 688 
week in 1914... | 9 | 9 1! af 7] 1] 118 | 1993 
Total for 23 weeks, 1917 280 | 317 13| 25 | 1462 | 2974] 375] 1255 | 527 
1916 =... | 291 | 346 | 1 | 24 | 28| 64] 1402| 8269] 173] 2278 | 7182 
1915... | 371 15| 20] 352| 796] 1966 | 9022 
in 1914 4o1 | 427 | 11 | 74 | 90] 1288 | 2321]. 145] 1888 | 19149 


Confirmed Reported by Local Authorities 
" Board of ‘sohumiee and Fisheries, June 12, 1917. 


from 6th 4 1914, to 27th March, 1915, inclusive. 
Order of 1811 was suspended ugust, 7 nh 


+ Counties affected, 
ing outbreaks in army horses. 
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